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It intermingles with and carries along every 
attempt we make to improve the quality of life 
for the over 200 students and families we serve. 
Hope for growth and independence fuels our 
passion for pursuing the best for each child.

We hope for change, and we see it! 

We see it when one of our special education 
teachers gently but persistently encourages a 
child to read their first word or say their name. 
We see the hope on a student’s face as they 
attempt a new skill, even one that is difficult 
because they know that someone will help 
them make it happen. Maybe they will be 
able to do the task by using a switch, maybe 
through a communication device, or perhaps by 
activating a robotic arm that brings food to their 
mouth, but it will happen!

At the Little Light House, our hope, 
which is founded in God and His 
purposes, does not disappoint. We 
know that every child will succeed 

in wonderful ways and grow in confidence each 
day and week.

The support you provide allows us to 
accomplish this good work, bearing much good 
fruit. Together we are changing the future for 
these children. Their eyes are filled with hope 
and expectancy! 

Thank you so much from all of us at the Little 
Light House! We want to wish you a merry and 
wonderful Christmas!

Anne McCoy
Little Light House Executive Director

Sharing the Christmas story of Jesus’ birth is one 
of the most exceptional times in the classroom. We 
focus on the three major parts of the story: 1) An 
angel told Mary that she was going to have a baby.
2) Jesus was born! There were animals all around, 
and shepherds came to visit. 3)The wise men 
brought Jesus gifts.

We talk about the emotions that everyone may have 
been feeling during the time. We practice taking care 
of baby dolls the same way Mary would have taken 
care of baby Jesus. We talk about the shepherds 
taking care of the sheep in the field. We talk about 
the gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. But the 
biggest thing we talk about is love. Mary and Joseph 
loved Jesus. And Jesus loves us. Seeing the kids light 
up when they realize that Jesus loves them is truly a 
blessing! 

The entire building is decorated and everyone is 
singing Christmas songs! We provide a Christmas 
party for the families with all sorts of fun activities for 
them to participate in, and everything is adaptable. 
We have crafts, gross motor activities like pretend 
ice skating, fine motor activities like writing letters to 
Saint Nick, and yummy treats for them to take home.

Before Christmas break, we have a very special 
day in the classroom. We wear pajamas to school, 
eat pizza and treats, do crafts, and watch a movie 
together! The day is dedicated to bonding with the 
students. We want the love that we share to last in 
their hearts throughout the Christmas season and 
carry them into the new year. 

The most significant thing about Christmas at the 
Little Light House is celebrating the birth of our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ. What a miraculous and 
wonderful thing to celebrate! So from our family to 
yours, Merry Christmas, and Jesus loves you!

by Kristen Neary, Special Education Teacher

Hope is like a beautiful stream running 
through the Little Light House. 
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You may wonder how a 4-year-old blind child 
can do her own Christmas shopping for Mom 
and Dad, but for Christy, shopping has become 
a familiar skill. Only the decision making was 
what made this special shopping excursion so 
difficult.

Christy has been a student at the Little Light 
House for several years, but recently she has 
been attending school not only in the Little 
Light House facility, but also in the community. 
With a trained volunteer she has had 
opportunities to explore and experience parts of 
the community that other children learn about 
so easily from a distance. In the past months, 
Christy has been exploring various kinds of 
stores, their content, their organization, and 
how to master their escalators and automatic 
doors. For these reasons it seemed appropriate 
that this Christmas, Christy used these new 
skills to purchase Christmas gifts for Mom and 
Dad. And so, Christy tackled those automatic 
doors again and entered a large department 
store to do her own Christmas shopping.

Inside the department store, Christy knew 
that the aisles were organized according to 

the different kinds of items on 
the shelves. On previous visits, 
she had spent hours exploring 
the various categories of items. 
She knew that some shelves 
held things that mommies 

used, some held things that daddies used, 
and of course some held toys that she might 
enjoy. This led Christy to know full well that all 
department stores must also have a section 
entitled “presents”. After all, was that not what 
she had come to buy? It took some time before 
Christy would accept the fact that “presents” do 
not begin in their wrapped state, but this only 
made the trip more interesting. There were so 
many things that needed to be felt, listened to, 
and smelled before the proper presents could 
be chosen. Soon Christy smelled like a myriad 
of men’s colognes. She also had “tested” pairs 
upon pairs of men’s gloves. She explored the 
toys and the shoes and eventually found just the 
right gifts for Mom and Dad. At the close of the 
day Christy experienced the pleasure of turning 
purchases into presents as she helped wrap the 
packages and put them under the Christmas 
tree.

We believe that Christy will remember this 
year as a very special Christmas. For the staff 
of the Little Light House, it is already a special 
Christmas, and Christy‘s new independence 
and progress has been a very special gift.

Independence
A New

from the Little Light House Archive

45th Edition of The Beacon, 1979/80

This year Christy Yingst went Christmas 
shopping! For Christy, who is 4 years old and 
blind, the hustle, the bustle…and the indecision of 
Christmas rush became a reality.



8 | littlelighthouse.org 9 | The Beacon

In September, I received the news that my first ultrasound would send me to a high-risk doctor due to 
measurement concerns. At the high-risk doctor, I heard the words, “Don’t keep your hopes up; she 
could be still-born.” I remember leaving that appointment and sitting in my car crying, worrying, and 
just sad. That moment, I remembered the Bible verse Matthew 17:20, “Because you have so little faith. 
Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from 
here to there,’ and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.” I decided to pick myself up and 
declare a different outcome for my mustard seed. I went to appointments twice a week until the day 
she arrived.

August 2016, my life changed forever 
when I found out that I was pregnant 
with my mustard seed, Alyssa.

My mustard seed was born on February 
22, 2017, at 37 weeks and four days. She 
was a full-term baby but only weighed 3lbs 
10oz and measured 15 1/2 inches long. 
We spent 21 days in the NICU, and after 
countless appointments, my child was 
still not gaining weight; so, a specialist 
recommended genetic testing.

A month before her 1st birthday, we 
received the news that our mustard seed 
had Russell-Silver syndrome (RSS). RSS 
is a rare disorder that is characterized by 
intrauterine growth restriction. Alyssa is 
1 in 100,000. She is our lottery ticket. I 
wanted nothing more than for my child to 
be “normal,” if that even exists. We got a 
diagnosis: my lottery ticket, 1 in 100,000, 
and tiny mustard seed were moving 
a mountain in me! As I embraced that 
concept, I felt more at peace and realized I 
was chosen to be Alyssa’s mom.

One day, I met a mother who pointed me 
to the Little Light House (LLH). This mother 
quickly became a friend, and I will forever 
be grateful for God putting it on her heart 
to share LLH with me. I scheduled a time 
to tour LLH, and after that tour, I put Alyssa 
on the waiting list. The moment I walked 
into Little Light House, I felt at home. I 
knew I was in a unique and special place. 

As we walked through a new diagnosis of 
Type 1 Diabetes with Alyssa, we felt lighter 
being surrounded by such a remarkable 
community at LLH.

Little Light House is a place of hope, joy, 
and community. I cannot put into words 
the support we’ve received the last couple 
of years - from the teachers, administrative 
staff, and other parents. LLH provides a 
space of hope and I never want to leave 
this place. I found a village here at LLH 
and I know that any adversity will be met 
with a village standing behind and beside 
me. This village includes individuals like 
you, who read this letter written by a mom 
trying to explain how grateful we are when 
words will never be enough. Without you, 
I wouldn’t be able to afford the education 
and therapy that we receive here. Without 
you, there would be less hope in our world. 
I am forever grateful for a community 
that gives its time, talents, money, and 
influence to the students at LLH.

You allow Little Light House 
families, like ours, to succeed 
and grow. You give us hope.

- written by LLH parent, Betty Esparza

Support families like Alyssa’s today by giving to the Gift of Hope. Return the 
envelope included in this magazine, visit littlelighthouse.org/give-help or 

scan the QR code to give. Thank you for your continued support. 
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Uncle Lee Brenneman
John Brenneman

Did you know that 100% of our 
revenue comes from individuals, 

foundations, companies, and 
grants? You can give online, 

through mail, and over the phone!

Donate
This season, give the gift of 

education by making a donation 
to Little Light House that is 

tax credible up to $1,000. Visit 
osfkids.org or give us a call to 

learn more!

Volunteer
As one of the most volunteer-

intensive organizations in Tulsa, the 
Little Light House is always seeking 
men, women, and youth who desire 
to make a difference in the lives of 

children with special needs.

Make us your AmazonSmile 
charity! Amazon donates 0.5% 
of every purchase you make on  
their website to LLH. This may 
seem like a small percent but 

it’s HUGE to us! 



Non-discriminatory Policy
The Little Light House, Inc is a non-profit Christian Developmental Center for children with disabilities, age birth to six years of age. The Little Light House 

does not discriminate on the basis of religion, sex, color, race, national or ethnic origin, or medical diagnosis (unless the diagnosis affects the child’s ability 
to attend school on a regular basis) in the administration of its educational policies, admission policies, and other school administered programs. Some 
behavioral conditions may be evaluated on individual basis. The Little Light House assures that all children’s records will be maintained as confidential. 

A Christian Developmental Center for Children with Special Needs

Beacon Sponsor
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Be Social With Us 
@LITTLELIGHTHOUSE @LLHtulsa

Donate online to extend your 
donation further by saving 

Little Light House resources.
littlelighthouse.org/give-help

Scan to Give


