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Children are not a 
distraction from more 
important work.
They are the most 
important work.
- C.S .  LEWIS
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Anne McCoy
Little Light House Executive Director

The Lord brought this verse to my 
attention a few years ago while I was 
praying about the future of Little Light 
House. Since then, it has served as a 
beacon, guiding us along the shores 
of God’s love as we lengthen the cords 
of our facility in our community and 
around the world. 

As we look to the future, one truth 
keeps looking back at us: the world 
needs our services. The more 
individuals, families, organizations, 
and communities we meet, the more 
obvious this need becomes. 
National and state statistics reveal 
the need as well, indicating that 
approximately 10,000 children 
under the age of six in Tulsa County 
are considered to have some form 
of disability. The UN reports that 
people with disabilities represent a 
disproportionate percentage of people 
living in poverty. These individuals form 
the world’s largest minority numbering 
one billion. According to UNICEF, 240 
million of these are children.  

It is difficult to comprehend this 
staggering number of people in need 
or to know where to begin in helping 
them. Yet I continue to find comfort 

in our Father who sees each of these, 
His children. He desires for them to 
know and experience the abundant 
life that He offers. We believe God has 
uniquely equipped Little Light House 
to serve these children and their 
families through training techniques 
incorporating educational and 
therapeutic excellence. For 50 years 
we have been pursuing best practices 
in serving children with special needs. 
And we have so much to offer! With 
God’s help and your help, we can 
improve the quality of these children’s 
lives, and those of their families and 
communities.

I pray these stories from Kenya 
encourage you to trust that God is 
working to meet the needs of His 
children around the world. I also hope 
they motivate you to engage in this 
need. While we may not be able to 
help everyone, we can help someone. 
And for every someone, our tent grows 
larger and stronger. 

Thank you for helping the someones, 

From our
Executive Director
“Enlarge the place of your tent, and let the curtains of your habitations be 
stretched out; do not hold back; lengthen your cords and strengthen your 
stakes.” Isaiah 54:2

In many cultures, children with disabilities are hidden in back rooms, not taken out into society, 
and barely survive. Having a disability, or having a child with a disability, is considered a curse or a 
result of sin, and they are a shame on the family, parents, caregivers, and siblings. These families 
are ostracized and many often fall into poverty. Additionally, the education costs in many under-
resourced countries makes it impossible for these children to go to school. 

The goal of Little Light House training trips is to shift the way people think about individuals with 
special needs and training caretakers and professionals in how to work with and care for them.

People with disabilities are
the largest unreached people 
group in the world. 
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In January 2022, a team of five staff members from 
Little Light House left for a 14 day trip to Kenya. This 
trip included a two-day teachers’ conference in Kisumu; 
meetings and celebrations in four villages with various 

church, family, and community members; the dedication of new buildings at SeedPower-Oyugis, and a new water 
system for SeedPower-Nyakach, and classroom visits at both campuses. 

Through the conference and throughout the trip, the team met with government officials and community leaders 
at multiple levels, including the village chiefs, county directors, directors of government departments, and 
members of the governor’s office including the Deputy Governor and the Governor of Kisumu County. They also 
had the opportunity to meet with many leaders in the education sector, including university and government 
directors, deans, professors, and program administrators. In the future, LLH hopes to partner with Maseno 
University on projects related to primary and special education. At least 1,134 people were directly touched.

“This trip was the best mix of politics, education, and Christianity I have experienced. At all the village celebrations, I 
marveled at the older women’s enthusiasm and dancing. Why were they so happy? I realized later it was in response 
to the change in the trajectory of life for the village they had been raised in and raised their families in. For the first 

time ever, clean water and free education were theirs!”

Linda Steed
Sen Dir of National and Global Impact

“This trip changed my life in ways I cannot begin to 
describe. It was incredible to think about how just three 
summers before Peter and Beldon had interned at Little 
Light House in Tulsa. Then to step into their schools in 
Kenya and meet the students God is impacting there is 
something I’ll never forget. The teachers, kids, parents, 
and families welcomed us with open arms, and I feel like 
I’ve left part of my heart with them.”

Jordan Hames
Special Education Teacher

“The resilience and excitement for knowledge from the 
Kenyan people was so inspiring. Everyone was excited to 
see you and welcomed you with open arms. Being able to 
capture the moments on this trip was life-changing and I 
hope these photos will speak to you in ways words can not.”

Lucas Alexander
Creative Manager

“I am grateful for the chance to go to Kenya to support 
SeedPower. It is remarkable to see how God is working 
through those serving people with disabilities in Kenya! I 
learned about the limits of my own faith and relationship with 
God by being able to spend time with them, seeing what is 
happening for their communities and the entire country of 
Kenya. It was beautiful, life changing and humbling.”

Stefanie Olson
Assistive Technology Specialist

“I’ll never forget the people I met in Kenya. Everyone 
was so hungry for tools, resources, and ideas, not 
for themselves, but to help others. The teachers and 
community leaders work so hard to provide for their 
students and neighbors. They live for their communities, 
and it was such an honor to be a part of that community 
for even a short time.”

Ann Chinworth
National and Global Impact Assistant
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At the teachers’ conference in Kisumu, our team presented on multiple topics relating 
to children with special needs, and they were well-received by everyone. Prior to the 
conference, pre-primary teachers were the lowest paid of all teachers and not well 
respected. The conference helped champion the importance of these teachers’ role in a 
child’s development. Since then, teachers have been implementing the information and 
techniques from the conference, contributing to: 

•	 Children with special needs gaining more acceptance in classrooms and communities.

•	 Pre-primary teachers being recognized on the same level as other teachers, gaining a salary and a pension 
and increasing their annual income in most counties.  

•	 Families of children in early childhood education programs no longer having to pay school fees in 
Nyandarua County, opening education to all children, pre-k to 3rd grade. 

“The conference was organized, and the 
attendance validated it. Every level of neediness 
was represented. I noticed those in higher 
education attended the conference. This attests 
to the fact that all people with special needs were 
reached by the conference. The message reached 
a wide audience.”  
- Rachel Atieno Odhiambo, SeedPower Education 
Center

“This conference changed my life. Now I know 
and understand my own kids. I am also using 
the knowledge in my neighborhood, and parents 
are learning how to identify the kids with special 
needs and support them. The greatest thing of 
all is love. I am giving God all the Glory and 
Honor, for He used your team to impact lives. 
You lived an example of the life of Jesus when 
you were in Kisumu. May Jesus’ name continue 
to be magnified, and may Little Light House 
continue growing in anointing, number, funds 
and spirituality. My prayers will be with you each 
and every day. Thank you so much and may God 
bless you.” 
- Jeronime Obwar, YESAM

“I really appreciated the knowledge instilled into 
us. It enabled me to understand a lot about my 
learners. I’m looking forward to attending more 
conferences and using the knowledge to have a 
positive impact on differently-abled children.”
 - Lilian Nyawira, Hombala Primary School

“The conference has created a lot of impact on our 
sector and the teachers have benefited as follows: 
Improved skills on teaching and managing 
children with Special Needs.
They now have the ability to easily identify 
children with invisible disabilities.
Improved skills on how to relate well with children 
with disabilities and their parents/guardians.
Improved knowledge on how to advise and offer 
early intervention measures to children with
Disabilities.” 
- Lawrence Otunga, National Chairman of 
KUNNOPET

“We highly appreciate your coming to Kenya. It 
was great to see you do the ministry of reaching to 
the marginalized here in Kenya. I wish to say that 
you served God through a unique, noble task.” 
- Bernard Kigen, National Council for Population 
and Development 

It was an awesome 
and lovely conference! 
I wouldn’t mind a 
THOUSAND of such! 
- FARIDA SAT,  WINAM CHILD WITHOUT L IMIT
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Changing the Trajectory of Lives in Oyugis and Nyakach 
After the teachers’ conference, the LLH team spent most of their time in Oyugis and Nyakach, where 
SeedPower Education Center has opened two early childhood centers for vulnerable children including those 
with special needs who would not otherwise have access to education. Each school location now has a water 
well, providing these villages with clean water for the first time EVER. The Chief of Nyakach said that the 
village now has the two things necessary for life: clean water and school. Children with special needs that had 
been hidden are being brought into the light of the community and are being enrolled in school. SeedPower 
Education Center and the two villages they are located in are now being seen as models for Kenya and the 
countries they border. 

At Nyakach SeedPower, the Little Light House was given a 
goat. Yes, a goat. SeedPower will take care of the goat for 
us, using the milk for the children, and the future kids (baby 
goats) will be used to bless the community. 

NEW  CONNECT IONS  AND  PROGRAMS

A new joint venture is being devloped between SeedPower, the Little Light House, and Nyalenda Young Turks 
to start a program for the children with special needs, their families, caregivers, and siblings, living in the 
Nyalenda slums,.

Many community leaders have requested that the Little Light House return soon to provide more training in 
the realm of children with special needs. 

Little Light House’s (LLH) visit has impacted Kenya 
in a big way. Most people in our communities are 
now accepting of children with special needs and do 
not consider their condition a curse. Teachers and 
caretakers in early childhood education in Kenya 
have improved their skills on how to work with 
children with special needs; are able to identify them 
in their schools, classrooms, and communities; and 
are equipped with ideas, skills and strategies to help 
them keep up with life as they grow and develop. The 
conference helped advocate for children with special 
needs, and the LLH Team helped everyone they met 
understand that these children are not a curse for 
their families, they are made in the image of God and 
for his glory to be manifested.

Those who attended the conference learned activities 
to apply at school and at home to help children 
with special needs develop. Teachers who attended 
the conference have shared that they are using 
different behavior management tools they learned, 
and these skills are helping them understand their 
students better and establish good relationships 
with them to help them learn. At SeedPower, we are 
using locally available materials to help implement 
fine motor and communication activities, and it is 
helping our teachers consider the individual needs of 
all their learners as they prepare and deliver hands-

A light is dawning 
in these villages.

Peter and Beldon, SeedPower Education Center (Community Based Organization)

on lessons. We are also applying the strategies of 
involving parents and caregivers in helping their 
children learn and succeed in their daily life.

We strongly believe that LLH, through the Global 
Impact program in partnership with SeedPower, will 
continue to have more international conferences 
so that our teachers and caregivers in Kenya and 
other neighboring countries may acquire more 
best practice tools, strategies and therapeutic skills 
to improve each child’s development on how to 
effectively help learners with special needs. 
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These families are in dire need of basic necessities. Mothers, aunts, 
grandparents, and siblings are abandoned by their family, cut off from their 
communities, and left to fend for themselves and their children with special 
needs because their child is believed to be a curse. 

Victor Omondi and his team members at 
Nyalenda Young Turks, have spent years building 
relationships with the residents of Nyalenda, and 
they play an active role in mobilizing help and 
resources for these families. During an afternoon 
visit, the Little Light House team offered what 
resources they could, wept with these families, 
and overall left feeling like they hadn’t even 
scratched the surface of meeting the extreme 
needs of the community. 

While they came home, Victor and his team 
continued to fight for, train, and equip these 
caretakers using tools they learned from the team 
and all of the compassion in their hearts. Since their 
return, we have had the privilege of offering online 
trainings to the staff and caretakers, and Victor and 
his team are excited and passionate about each 
step of progress these students and families make. 
We believe God is planting seeds of hope, life, 
and community amongst the people of Nyalenda 
through Victor and his team.  

The Nyalenda Slums sit south of Kisumu’s wealthy city center, and its 
residents live in extreme poverty with very little resources, food, and 
access to education.

IMPACT  REPORT



14 | littlelighthouse.org 15 | The Beacon

IMPACT  REPORT

Though Little Light House’s impromptu visit was short, it was enough to tug
at the heart strings and remind us of the purpose of our National and
Global Impact program.

These students with special needs are funny, bright, 
engaging, incredibly creative, and so smart, but they 
lack many basic resources and interventions to help 
them grow and develop. The staff are dedicated and 
compassionate, but lack the training and education 
to know how to support the special needs of their 
students and help them thrive.

When they returned home from Kenya, the Little 
Light House team members set up a private fund, and 

in March, Peter and Beldon oversaw the delivery of 
bedding and mattresses to roughly 200 students with 
special needs! We believe this is just the beginning of 
offering dignity and worth to these kids who are often 
viewed as less than in their culture. As we look to the 
future, we are so excited to explore ways to reach 
more schools like Nyaburi with training, resources, and 
support for their students.

Nyaburi Integrated School is like many boarding schools in Kenya. It’s 
hard to describe and for a westerner to even imagine the disheveled 
tufts of foam that compile “beds” that children share or the crusted 
rubber soles that functioned as “shoes.”
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Help spread 
Special Needs 
acceptance to 
every country. 
People around the world are desperate for education and resources for helping 
children with special needs. Our ministry trips and training to international partners 
are possible through designated donations, keeping operating funds for the services 
provided right here in Tulsa.
 
If you wish to donate to future Global Outreach efforts, please specify on the donation 
page on our website or contact achinworth@littlelighthouse.org.

National & Global Impact
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Travis Copenhaver
Troy and Staci Gober
Walt and Carol Rosebrough
WASHU School Of Medicine - M1 Class
Wendy Dong

Wes and Mitsi Andrews
Wesley Weed
William Butz
William Pitre
William Quayle
William Shewey
Yoshiyuki Obata
Zach Bailey
Roman Harrison
Ron Beaver
Debby Hicks
Community HigherEd
Debbie Hodges
Debbie Hodges
Betty Jo Hopkins
Brent Hopkins
Robert Howard
Marilyn Howard
Bernice Huggins
Michael and Janie Huggins
Blakely Hughes
ABC Equipment Rental
Lary Curry
Margaret Quinlan
Betty Jones
Brenton Moore
Michael, Sue, and Maurice Rolfe
Raymond and Gloria Allen
Joan Kellenberger
Art and Beth Soderfelt
Charles and Jana Robertson
Fred and Janice Scherle
Kenneth and Sheila Hampton
Kimberly Moeller
Patricia Howe

Russell and Debbie Knoke
Stacy Oxford
Tom Rowe
Tyler, Dillon, and Lane Peterson
Reed James Ledbetter
Cynthia Monaghan
Veronica Malesky
Mark and Pamela Winters
Christina Martin
James and Edna Biggs
Vikki Martinus
Cynthia Emmons
Mary Ann McEndarfer
Barbara Ivey
Dolores McGee
Mark and Pamela Winters
Paul Meyer
Bart Mandarano
Kenneth Miller
Mark and Pamela Winters
Mary Jo Moxley
Dick and Linda Boyd and Family
Phyllis Mullins
Brent Hopkins
Janet Ellsworth Gutman\Susan Owen
BKL, Inc
Margaret and Glenn Porter
Michael and Princess Fine
Winnie Pryor
Cathy Crain
Jane Brink
Mary Brandenburger and Family
Mildred Norcross
Rita O’Hern
Steven O’Hern

Makayla Roller
Ted Brubaker
John Rucker
Mike and Cara Miller
Martha Russell
David and Kittie Huey
Susan Amstutz
Nicole Ann Rust
Richard and Hilda Wooldridge
Cathey Schappell
Mildred Abbett
Fran Schouten
Robert Schouten
Dr. Bob Shepard
Beverly Patterson
Phyllis Small
William and Rita Bartlett
Dale Smith
Brandie Redman and Family
Carol Foor
Edwin and Beverly Kuehn
Janna Booth and Family
Richard and Carolyn Booth
Robert McDaniel
Sara Sobolik
Betty Smith
Stephanie DeCoster
Serena Staires
Serena Staires
Sharon Kaye Stanton
Richard’s Electric and USPSA Friends
Samuel Stephens
Troy and Susan Stephens
Carl Stoops
Kelly and Cindy Diven

Barbara Swee
Chownow
Janet Taylor
Cleola Taylor
Grace Thacker
Ricky and Linda Gregory
Sue Tryon
Adam and Christy West
Mike Morrison
Society Of American Military Engineers
Terracon Consultants, Inc.
Therese Bergmann
Sara Rosalie Van Horn
Sara Rosalie Sevier Vanhorn Trust
Amber Smith Walls
Talitha Phillips
Handy and Kasey Waychoff
Marlene Waychoff
Vickie Weaver
Mark Weaver
Tom Wing Jr
Louise Short
Tom and Vicki Wing
Erling Winsjansen
Brian Holsinger
Nathan Wofford
John  and Mary Wofford
Thomas C. Wofford
Patti Jett 
Betty and Billy Young
Christy Blystone



A Christian Developmental Center for Children with Special Needs
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littlelighthouse.org
Be Social With Us 
@littlelighthouse @LLHtulsa

Donate online to extend your 
donation further by saving 

Little Light House resources.
littlelighthouse.org/give-help

Scan to Give

Beacon Sponsor


