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I have always loved the Little Light House mission of glorifying God by improving the
quality of life for children with special needs, their families and communities. This is my job
description and | couldn’t be happier about it!

I moved to Tulsa in the early 80’s after graduating from college and started a career in
Pediatric Occupational Therapy. | had heard of Little Light House but did not understand
the wonderful team-approach to treatment until years later, after having attended an
on-site conference. | was absolutely taken by the excellence of service at LLH, so much so
that | immediately decided to close my therapy practice of ten years and start working for
LLH! That was 15 years ago. | have delighted in honoring God’s value for these beautiful
children by providing them early-intervention services as well as support for their families.
LLH creates a developmentally rich classroom experience, combining God’s love with the
innovation and best practices of our educational and therapeutic team.

Now that | serve as Executive Director, | witness first-hand the rich foundation of prayer,
biblical principles, love, excellence, creativity, determination, and community support that
have been established over the past 50 years. | am extremely grateful for all of you who
have helped build this strong foundation. You have blessed me and those working in this
wonderful ministry. Just look at all the lives we have been able to touch together and the
futures we have changed by God’s grace!

In fact, | believe Little Light House would not be standing today without you. Together we
have partnered with God to do His good works, works that He has inspired you to do.

FOR WE ARE GOD’S HANDIWORK, CREATED IN CHRIST JESUS TO DO GOOD WORKS, WHICH
GOD PREPARED IN ADVANCE FOR US TO DO. Ephesians 2:10

| hope you are as excited as | am to see what God does through Little Light House in the
next 50 years! We are growing not only in our own services to children, but also in our
services to organizations in Tulsa and throughout the nation—including churches—who
want to develop their ability to help these children and their families. Our international
influence also continues to grow as more countries seek our assistance in understanding
and serving children with disabilities. We embrace this growth and the expanse of our
influence—to places like South Korea, Kenya, and Rwanda; our children deserve this.

God bless you for being a part of the rich heritage of Little Light House! God bless you for
being a wonderful and significant part of its future: a future glorifying God as we do the
good works together of helping children with special needs to thrive!
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Is Spatial
Not Space

By KATIE RUFFIN
Are blitd children like
strange things from outer
space?
Sometimes we mistakenly
think and act like they are,

said Kristi Dains. She is Edu-

cational Cogrdi_nator g?nfi mtll;:
Little Lighthouse, a a
center for blind and partially

“Their behaviorisms may
seem odd and we don’t know
how to react,” Miss Dains
said. “But that is because they
cannot gain spatial orientation

ugh sight. 2
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normal children,” she added.
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Monthly Family Gathering

Spring Break

Students Return

Community Luncheon

Garden Party

LLH Closed (Easter Break)

Community Luncheon

Mini-Laps
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= . Calendar events are subject to change. To view our full school calendar visit littlelighthouse.org. You can also follow
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As co-founder of Little Light House, I'm often
asked if | ever dreamed the Little Light House
would become the global, far-reaching
model program it is today. My answer is
always the same, “No, only God knew!”

It was always HIS divine vision, which He imparted to us over the past five decades. Even today, He
continues to reveal how He wants to use the Little Light House to bless children with special needs
here and around the world! | could never have imagined the impact the Little Light House would have
or the lives that would be changed. Only God knew! I've often described the experience as being on an
unfamiliar path of stepping stones. With each “faith step” we took, God would illuminate more of the
path, revealing the direction we were to go, fulfilling HIS divine plan and ultimate purpose for

Little Light House.

Only God could have raised up the Godly men
and women who came alongside us over the
years, serving as dedicated board members,
credentialed and passionate professionals,
dedicated donors, and devoted volunteers whose
combined efforts God has used to expand the
outreach of the Little Light House, resulting in
exponential growth for that ministry that had
such humble beginnings.

Fifty years ago, when co-founder, Sheryl Poole
and | began dreaming of a special school

for our daughters and other little ones with
special needs, it could only have been our
Heavenly Father who could have taken that
dream and miraculously transformed it into a
beautiful reality in five short months. We had
no experience with non-profits and even less
knowledge of how to start, much less run a
school for children with physical and/or mental

challenges. And yet, on October 3, 1972, the Only God could have provided the millions of

doors to a tiny school did in fact open, welcoming
five precious children to the place we call Little
Light House. Only God could have brought about
such a miracle!
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dollars needed over the past 50 years, making it
possible to offer state-of-the-art, comprehensive
services to God’s special children, allon a
tuition-free basis! And may | say how amazed
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and inspired | continue to be as

| witness the giving hearts of countless men,

women, children, businesses, churches, and

organizations who have been so willing to be
used by God through their financial support.

It is stunning to know that Little Light House
now has a worldwide outreach through national
and international training programs which have
resulted in free training to individuals from over
14 nations and on-site training conferences in
16 countries. Only God could have orchestrated
divine connections globally, resulting in such a
worldwide outreach for Little Light House.

Only God could orchestrate circumstances
and events, inspiring the establishment of
Little Light House Affiliates in Mississippi and
Kentucky, which continue to grow and thrive!

Most importantly, Only God could have brought
about the countless milestones & miracles
which have taken place in the lives of the
precious children we have had the privilege and
joy of serving.

So, as | look back over the past five decades, my
heart swells with awe and wonder as | ponder
what a loving, compassionate, miracle-working
God we serve. How great His love must be for all
the beautiful Little Light House children and
their families.
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My favorite scripture

is found in Ephesians 3:20. To me, Little Light
House is a living testimony to the truth of this
beautiful word from God!

“Now glory be to God, who by His mighty power
at work within us, is able to do far more than we
would ever dare to ask for or dream of, infinitely

beyond our prayers, desires, thoughts, or hopes.

May He be given glory forever and ever, through
endless ages, because of His master plan of
salvation through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
Ephesians 3:20-21

With love and a grateful heart to our loving God
and all those who have been used by God to
keep the light of Little Light House

shining brightly!

In His service for His glory!

-

Marcia Mitchell, Co-founder Little Light House
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Changing
Lives »)

From two mothers trying to do their
best for their children to a leader in
Early Intervention, Little Light House
has changed lives not only in Tulsa but
worldwide, thanks to our community’s
constant support.

>1982

>1972

Out of frustration with the lack of
services for children with special

needs, Marcia Mitchell and Sheryl
Poole open the Little Light House.

First Laps for Little Ones

>1979

Runners from all over Tulsa
participate in Little Light House’s
first major fundraiser, Laps for
Little Ones.

N

>2003

Little Light House becomes
accredited by the International
Christian Accrediting Association for
the first time.

>2004

Little Light House hosts the first
of one of their most popular
fundraisers, the Garden Party.

First Affiliate Opens
in Jackson, MS

>2006

Little Light House’s first affiliate, LLH
Central Mississippi, opens its doors
to serve children in their area.

>2012

Little Light House finishes their
extensive Bible Based Curriculum
to be given away for free to anyone
who needs it.

>2013

Little Light House is awarded the
ONE Award for the Top Non-Profit
in Oklahoma.

>1983

LLH classrooms start overflowing
and the Waiting List is established
for families waiting to attend our
Developmental Center.

>2016

LLH Tulsa expands into their
brand new 60,000 sq ft facility
at 36th & Yale.

>1987

LLH hosts their first Mini-Laps,

a fundraiser that celebrates the
milestones our students have
reached throughout the school year.

Tulsa golfers come together at
Little Light House’s first golf
tournament, Links for Little Ones.
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= All Classrooms at Full
Capacity & National Growth |

>2022

Our 36th & Yale location reaches full

capacity, a long awaited dream since
expanding in 2016. LLH continues to

grow beyond Tulsa with the opening
of LLH Central Kentucky and more.

First International Intern

>1999

Little Light House teaches
their first international
intern from China.

>1990 >1995 >2019 >2021

Little Light House
outgrows their location
and moves to 36th & Yale.

Little Light House Foundation
receives its first donation to
help national and international
expansion of LLH.

Seeing the need to help the families
on LLH’s evergrowing Waiting

List, LLH launches their new, Early
Intervention program.

Little Light House has
their first global outreach
in Pakistan.



ALUMNI
AVERIE HIGHT

“‘Averie lives a life that delights in simple
joys and treasures, the everyday magical
moments others often fail to notice.”

A family member was one of the first students to
attend back in the 1970’s and we would always

try to help raise funds for the fledgling school. We
signed Averie up when she was 1 day old in March
of 2000 and still in the St John’s NICU Unit. She
was on a waiting list until the Fall of 2001 when she
began attending.

We are often asked, “What did LLH do for Averie?”
The response is always the same, “What didn’t it
do?!” Because of LLH Averie learned how to sign,
walk, talk, jump, self-feed, potty-train, and so much
more. We also made lifelong friendships that we are
forever grateful for, but most importantly,

Averie was accepted.

Since graduation, Averie tries to attend every
LLH event she can to support current families
and see old friends. She’s a proud ambassador
who tells everyone about “her school” even
though she’s attended several other schools. Her
accomplishments from her time at LLH help her
even to this day.

Averie graduated from Charles Page High School, in
Sand Springs in 2019 where she won gold medals
with her softball team at the Oklahoma Special
Olympics Summer Games. She now travels with
her father for speaking engagements. She’s spoken
on-stage to thousands of people. She’s been to 47
US states, Canada, Mexico, the Caribbean, and both
Disneyland and Disney World several times. She
loves visiting New York City and seeing Broadway
shows where she is often invited backstage to

meet the performers. She’s been to college and pro

sporting events, been a paid actressin a
movie, and on TV numerous times. She

has a new book published about her and
her dear friend Katelyn — whom she met at
LLH and with whom she went on to Middle,
Junior, and High School. It’s an uplifting
and true story about Katelyn’s unexpected
passing and a way for Averie to honor and
remember her.

Averie worked briefly at a local restaurant as a
busser/greeter. Naturally outgoing, Averie has
“assisted” Southwest Airlines as an honorary
flight attendant whenever she flies that airline.
A faithful member of her church and very
active in her community, she has served the
homeless at the Tulsa Food Bank, Salvation
Army, and John 3:16 Mission. She’s happiest
when she has a job to help others!

Of the many life lessons she learned at LLH,
her family believes self-esteem and the
capacity to amplify her uniqueness may

be the most beneficial. Little Light House
taught Averie to focus on her abilities rather
than her disabilities. They welcomed Averie
and celebrated her victories - great and
small. Averie always puts people first.

Miracles happen when we
accept people just as they are.

- Written by Parents of Averie,Richard & Marty Hight
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>2022
> 1972 e 13 Full Time Teachers in our Developmental Center and

Early Intervention Program for 250+ students

e 362 Volunteers that have logged over 5,000 hours and
444 students from 24 different college and
universities visit for free clinicals/observations

« Asmall white frame house provided . 75+ diagnoses served

rent-free was the first home for the . 60,000 sq ft building

new school : \ : L
e 319 children on Little Light House Waiting List
« 57 countries impacted
o $4.2 Million budget this school year
« 2 LLH Affiliates - Central Mississippi & Central Kentucky

e One Teacher for Five students
e Five volunteers

« Within nine months the student
population had tripled

e $2,700.00 raised to launch
Little Light House




Growing Brlghter

and Brighter

“Let your light shine before men that they may see
your good works and glorify your Father in Heaven.”
Matthew 5:16 is the foundational scripture for the
Little Light House and the basis of our Mission
Statement...to Glorify God. As we celebrate 50 years
of the LLH, it has been an unbelievable joy for me to
be a part of this incredible journey.

From those early years in the 1970s when we
determined we would “walk by faith and not by
sight,” trusting God to meet every need, to where we
are today in the state-of-the-art facility, serving more
children than ever before, we will continue to keep
our eyes on Him.

My LLH journey began as a volunteer, which led to an
invitation to serve on the Board of Directors. In the
mid-"80s, we were praying and trusting God to keep
the doors of LLH open. We reached a point where
the board determined that if we were to continue,
we needed a tremendous miracle. Like Gideon did in
Judges Chapter 6, it was decided we would “lay out
a fleece.” The board unanimously agreed that if LLH
were to remain open, we needed to receive three
months of operating revenue by a specific date - a
very short time. We agreed, prayed, fasted, and put
the ministry into God’s hands. God’s timing is always
perfect; as is evident today, He met that “fleece.”
Since that day, we have seen His provision and all our
needs met.

After joining the staff, it was always exciting to see
how and when God would answer our prayers.
One of the first things | learned through LLH was
that God is a very kind and loving Father. | was
going through some personal challenges of my
own, and He showed me that what He was doing
for LLH, He could and would also do

for me.
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Two things especially stand out to me when |
reflect on these past 50 years. One is that God is for
us. He desires the very best for each of us. He never
promised our lives would be easy or free of difficult
and challenging times, but He is faithful to lead us
through those deep valleys and into His marvelous
light, where He never leaves or forsakes us.

Secondly, | have realized how God works through
people. He refers to His followers as “His Body.”
We are His hands and feet on earth to carry out
His plans and purpose. The work of the Little
Light House has only been accomplished because
of generous people who give their time, talents,
and resources. | have met incredible people over

KODAK E100

the decades. Individuals who have come alongside
to assist in many ways: civic groups and car clubs,
Sunday school classes and churches, businesses and
foundations - all who have come together to help
fashion LLH into what it is today. What a blessing it
has been to see so many amazing individuals give of
themselves.

| believe our light is growing brighter and going
farther than ever before as God has directed us to
reach out around the globe. Whatever part you have
played, please know you have made a difference

in the lives of some very special children and their
families. Thank you to everyone who has helped us
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over the years; you have let your light shine brightly
for His glory.

For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and
labor of love, which you have shown toward his name,
in that you have ministered to the saints, and do
minister. Hebrews 6:10

Jean Winfrey, former Executive Director
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Little Light House
Foundation

Little Light House
Foundation launched
in June of 2022 as a
supporting organization
of LLH Tulsa and
affiliates. Through the
generosity of donors,
funds managed by the
Foundation will provide
financial support for
any LLH location,
helping to grow
programming of current
Little Light Houses and
the launching of future
LLH locations across
the United States. This
month the foundation
distributed the first
grants to both LLH
Mississippi and LLH
Central Kentucky and
have plans to distribute
a grant to LLH Tulsa by
end of this fiscal year.

Church Early
Intervention
Program

Our evening Early
Intervention program
at First Presbyterian
Church launched in
2022. This program
sets a precedent for
future partnerships
with local churches as
an innovative way to
provide services for
children with special

needs and their families.

Family Learning
Center

Our Family Learning
Center is growing
and thriving, and
there is room for
more growth as we
encourage families
on our wait list to
take advantage of our
Early Intervention(El)
program and our
wide variety of family
programs. These
families receive

the highest-quality
therapeutic and
educational services in
the El classrooms. They
also find community
with other families
walking similar
journeys, growing

in their faith, and
spreading hope to
each other.

Church Collective

The Church Collective,
a quarterly gathering
of Children’s ministry
leaders wanting to learn
more about serving
children with special
needs, is thriving.
Over 60 churches and
their volunteers have
attended trainings at
Little Light House with
attendance increasing
every conference.

Academy

ALLH dreamisto
provide free, online
training for anyone
throughout the
world who wants to
learn how to better
serve children with
disabilities. We are
excited to announce
our online LLH
Academy! Many new
courses will be added
in the months and
years ahead! This is an
amazing opportunity
for international
professionals, parents,
churches, and
schools to grow in
their knowledge

and services.

Affiliates

Our first Little Light
House affiliate in
Jackson, Mississippi
opened its doorsin
2006 and our second
LLH affiliate in
Louisville, Kentucky
started seeing students
in June 2022. We would
love to see a Little Light
House in every state or
major city!

Watch our 50th
Anniversary Video

Sarah Ashley
Harmon Splash Pad

The Sarah A. Harmon
Splash Pad broke
ground February 2023
and will be finished by
April 2023. Our students
will enjoy sensory

play, practice therapy
techniques, and explore
social interaction with
their friends. The splash
pad is 2,179 square feet
and was designed to
represent one of our
favorite Bible stories
within our curriculum,
Noah’s Ark, and was
voted on by Little Light
House Staff.

Tulsa Expansion

In January 2023, we
started a Task Force to
explore the possibility
of establishing a

Little Light House
branch in North Tulsa.
We have been met
with excitement and
support and cannot
wait to see how God
unfolds His good plan
to serve more families
in Tulsa.
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LEGACY REMEMBERED

DEDICATED DONOR
JIM “MR.LAPS” MORELLA

“Almost daily, you can see the miracles
God performs through the staff’s work
done with the kids.”

My history with Little Light House goes back
about as far as my memory can recall. | know
it started because of a friend who invited

me to the first Laps for Little Ones in about
1978. That introduction to LAPS was also my
introduction to the kids LLH was serving.
From that moment on, | was committed to
donating time and resources to the best

of my ability.

My involvement grew through the years with
service on committees and, eventually, as a
Board member. | learned that LLH received no
funding besides donations from foundations,
individuals and businesses. | wanted to be
part of that giving because the care provided
is so special.

The staff at LLH is committed to bringing
smiles to the children and their caregivers.
Those smiles come for many reasons, like
when a child takes their first step or speaks
their first word. Almost daily, you can see
the miracles God performs through the
staff’s work done with the kids. Many great
organizations deserve financial support, but
LLH has been at the top of that list for me.

| am truly blessed by my association with all
of the people involved with the organization.
| thank God and give Him all the glory for
allowing me to serve and support LLH
through the years.

- Written by Jim Morella
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